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could stake their existence on the hollow and deceit-
ful peace which the present minister could offer.

The honorable gentleman then cannot say, that
there is no alternative between those who are in
power, and those he points out as their successors.
From different men and different measures, hopes
of peace might be derived. But it is said that my
right honorable friend, and those who act with him,
are co-operating with the French ; and what is the
proof of this assertion? Why the French say so !
This indeed is a curious mode jof proving the fact.
It would indeed be a hard rule if what the enemy.
say of what is done by any members of the British
parliament, was to-be the standard by which they
are to be judged. We are not to be tried by what
we have said* by the measures we have recom-
mended, by the whole of our conduct, and by our
own professions, but by the opinion which the enemy
may think proper to express. But how then do we
co-operate with the enemy ? We are friends to re-
form.; a phrase -which, it seems, is henceforth to be
deemed synonymous with revolution. But how is
this reform, from which such dreadful consequences
are apprehended, to be introduced, were my rijjfht
honorable friend to support, it when ia office ? Will
not the right honorable gentleman be still ready to
oppose it ? The honorable gentleman either thinks
that my honorable friend, when minister, will have
in favor of reform that corruption, that influence,
those titles, those jobs and contracts, by which it is
BOW opposed; or he thinks that parliament being
dissolved, that corruption and influence will be em-
ployed to induce the people to choose representatives
favourable to the cause of reform. What do these
arguments prove but the necessity of a reform ? It
proves, that the pretended representation of the conn-
try is in the hands of the crown, to be moulded at
the pleasure of the minister of the day, and thus
. furnishes the most powerful motive to remove the
causes by which this corruption is maintained.